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ORIGIN PM-04 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 AP-06 MC-02 EB-07 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 NSCE-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 /043 R 

DRAETED BY PM/ISO:MFPASZTALANIEC:CW 
APPROVED BY PM/ISO:GTCHURCHILL 
EUR/NE - S WORREL (SUBS) 

AE/I - J ANDEREGG 
INR/DDC - P HILBURN 
S/PRS J TRATTNER (SUBS) 

OASD/ISA/EUR-NATO -J TIMBERLAKE 

I0I384 

O R I42329Z JAN 76 
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TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
INEO SECDEF 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 009545 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, US, UK, PEOR 

SUBJECT: CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - P-3 OPERATIONS 
EROM ASCENSION ISLAND 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE, MR. JOSEPH MILLINGTON, 
PROVIDED THE DEPARTMENT WITH THE EOLLOWING PROPOSED BRITISH 
CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE. QUOTE: 

NO STATEMENT WILL BE MADE IN LONDON ABOUT THE PRESENCE 
OE THESE AIRCRAET. IE IN DUE COURSE THEIR PRESENCE 
BECOMES KNOWN, NEWS DEPARTMENT WILL SAY UNATTRIBUTABLY, 
AND ONLY IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, THAT THESE AIRCRAFT 
ARE STATIONED THERE EOR MARITIME RECONNAISSANCE PURPOSES 
OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS, ADDING IE PRESSED THAT THEIR 
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PRESENCE IS CONCERNED WITH SOVIET NAVAL ACTIVITY IN THE 
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SOUTH ATLANTIC AND THAT WE REGARD SURVEILLANCE IN THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES AS A PERFECTLY LEGITIMATE ACTIVITY. UNQUOTE. 

2. US CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE WAS APPROVED BY THE 
SECRETARY AND IS GIVEN BELOW: QUOTE: 

Q: HOW MANY P-3S ARE NOW AT ASCENSION? 

A: SIX. 

Q: ARE THEY WATCHING THE RUSSIAN SHIPS OFE ANGOLA? 

A: YES. WE HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING PERIODIC AERIAL 
SURVEILLANCE BY UNARMED US NAVAL RECONNAISSANCE AIR- 
CRAET OF SOVIET NAVAL ACTIVITY IN THE ATLANTIC OVER 
INTERNATIONAL WATERS OFE THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 

SUCH SURVEILLANCE IS A NORMAL PART OF OUR MILITARY 
OPERATIONS. 

Q: DID YOU RECEIVE AUTHORITY TO USE THE FACILITY OF 
ASCENSION FROM THE BRITISH? 

A: THE FACILITY IS BEING USED UNDER MUTUALLY AGREED 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE UK. UNQUOTE. 

3. THERE APPEAR TO BE NO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE US 
AND BRITISH PROPOSALS. HOWEVER, REQUEST EMBASSY 
OBTAIN BRITISH CONCURRENCE IN US PROPOSED Q'S AND A'S 
WHICH WILL BE USED ON AN IF-ASKED BASIS ONLY. KISSINGER 
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